[Exploratory thoracotomies for unresectable lung cancer].
We analysed 55 exploratory thoracotomies undertaken in the Thoracic Surgery Service of the Geneva University Hospital between 1977 and 1987, to determine the preoperative examinations to prevent exploratory thoracotomy, a gesture that brings no benefits at all for the patients. We concluded that the most helpful preoperative examination is the CT-scan.